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Thonghts on Books and Reading. 
(Concluded from page 178.) 


For these and many other kindred evils 
there is no remedy more efficacious than a 
sound and healthy purpose, rightly directed, 
and steadily maintained. ‘This is the magnet 
that can discover and gather to itself, even 
from the dust, all the scattered particles within 
the range of its attraction, that are to be found 
there, With this, all our reading will be im- 
proved to the greatest advantage: whilst with- 
out it, the perusal of the best books will be 
desultory and comparatively unimproving ; 
the best materials may be collected, but they 
will be in rude heaps that incumber, rather 
than adorn the ground. And how great is 
the danger where there is no fixed aim, that 
life may be frittered away in empty and pro- 
filess, because purposeless occupation. ‘Time 
passes on; the mind still idly roaming over 
the vast fields of fact or imagination without 
restraint and without an object, until the end 
comes, in which the soul, on looking back, 


comprehensive head of improving and profit- 
able reading. Let the reader who doubts, 
fairly give ita trial. Let him recollect the 
preciousness of time, the necessity for improv- 
ing it, and his own deep responsibilities. 
Whatever others may do, he, at least, cannot 
afford to indulge in vague and indolent ram- 
blings from page to page of vacant common. 
place, or even brilliant trifling. Feeling that 
he was born for worthier objects, he will rather 
seek to apply himself, in moments of leisure, 
io some one department of useful learning. 
He may perhaps have a relish for Astronomy, 
Natural History, or other kindred subjects, 
The study of these will not be denied him, 
only let him pursue with diligence whatever 
he undertakes, not failing earnestly to desire 
that in surveying the works of the Great Crea- 
tor, his heart may be more and more filled 
with His love. Do his tastes or his circum- 
stances lead him to prefer the pursuit of come 
practically useful art or science? Let him 
make himself master of it, not shrinking from | 
the difficulties he will find in his way, but 
rather doing his best to surmount them ; and 
thence proceeding gradually onwards to other 
branches, as his leisure and opportunities ad- 
mit. If these pursuits are not to his taste, 
there are others which may be followed, not 
less interesting or important. In the depart- 
ment of History, for instance, it would not be | 
easy to enumerate the many volumes that | 

may be not unsuitably read or consulted ; of | 





[attention. He who takes a just view of his 
position, while not mistaking knowledge for 
experience, will assuredly not overlook as 
things of little moment the dealings of our 
heavenly Father, whether with himself indi- 
vidually, or with the whole family of man. 
And how wide and rich is the field that is here 
opened to his view. A knowledge of the his- 
tory of the Jewish Church and People, a sound 
and discriminating acquaintance with the his- 
tory of Christianity, more especially during 
the first three or four centuries, and the 
period subsequent to the dawn of the Reforma. 
tion, in the age of our own Wicklifle ; embrac- 
ing, as Opportunity admits, the more valuable 
of the contemporary writings and of the lives 
or journals of the devoted servants of Christ, 
in various ages;—this is but a part of that 
which must present itself to the enlightened 
mind. Whatever else is omitted, one book 
must not be neglected; and oh! that each 
reader may be duly concerned to seck afier 
and abide in that state of mind in which his 
delight will be in the careful and diligent read- 
ing of the Holy Scriptures, with frequent me- 
ditation, i in humility and prayer. 

In calmly considering the above review, the 
reader will not forget that it is but an outline 
of much that may, and of some things that 
ought, legitimately to occupy an_ intelligent 
aud rightly concerned mind. And yet, brief 
and imperfect as it is, where, it may be seri- 
ously asked, with such an array of important 





“ean find no purpose that now she can abide | the history both ancient and modern, of our |and inviting subjects, is the ground for comr- 
by ;” nothing laid up in store, talents unim-|own and of other countries ; ernbracing books | plaining of any lack of real pleasure, delight, 
proved, opportunities irretrievably lost: —and on Chronology, the study of Geography in| or profit, within the comprehensive range of 


then how bitter the reflection, that it might | connection with History, some of the best ac-| useful reading ? 


have been otherwise. 


They who think themselves 


| counts of important voyages and travels, and, | | stinted cannot surely have sufficiently explored 
And it is from a deeply felt desire that it| if leisure permit, an ing: liry into the origin | the extent of the treasures laid open to them. 
may be otherwise with the readers of these | | and progress of the laws and institutions of his | Is there not here enough for all; not only that 


pages, thatthey,and especially the younger por- | 
tion of them, are now earnestly called upon to | 
seek after and cherish an honest, and healthy, 
and steadily decided purpose in all their pur- 
suits. Where this is maintained the faculties be- 
come invigorated ; the mind rouses itself for the 
attainment of its object; in reading, the most 


suitable books relating to the particular sub- | 


ject are sought out and carefully perused ; and 
as others are occasionally consulted, whatever 


in them is found to bear upon the chosen pur- | 


suit, attaches itself upon the mind. 
some of them, as may at times be the case, | 


are of a mixed character, he who most dili- | 


gently maintains a sound and healthy purpose 
will be the best prepared watchfully to exer- 
cise a right discrimination, by which the un- 
wholesome will be rejected without injury to 
the mind. 

With such a purpose, it cannot easily be 
expressed how abundant a store of true enter- 
tainment and delight will be found under the 





And if|m 


native country. Biography is another depart-! which as it is of universal import, all are call- 
ment of reading, from which, with suitable ed richly to enjoy, but also an abundant 
‘care, a judicious selection may be easily made | variety sufficient to satisfy every healthy 
of many books full of deep inierest, and caleu- | taste. 
lated to be eminently serviceable, as affording | But to all readers, especially those who are 
|examples and encouragements in honest dili- | young, it may be emphatically said, take heed 
gence, noble-minded exertion, or patient suffer- | that the variety of pursuits become nota snare, 
ing. Besides the books associated with his} Recollecting your own limited powers, and 
|more regular pursuits, the occasional perusal | that the human mind cannot compass every 
of the works of some of our best prose wri-/| thing, be careful not to grasp at too many 
\ters, and of such poets as Milton and Cowper | subjects, but rather confine yourselves to those 
may be suitably intermingled with severer| wuhin reach, which more immediately con- 
study ; and he will relish them the more as his|cern you, and of which you are capable. If 
mind becomes braced by habits of connected| your tastes are not decided, prefer subjects 
|and usefully directed reading; as he enjoys| which are important and useful to those which 
them, not to the neglect of duty, but by way |are less so, Study not from motives of vanity 
of relaxation from it. He may perhaps be|or from the love of display. Be earnest dili- 
ready to think that enough has been already | gently to seek for heavenly wisdom, not only 
chalked out, but interesting and important as|to chouse your pursuits aright, but to follow 
are many of the subjects ‘above adverted to,|them out, when chosen, steadily and usefully 
there are yet others, more or less connected | with true singleness of heart. Ever bear in 
with still his gher considerations, that invite his | mind the apostoli ¢ injunction, to ‘avoid fool- 
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un 


ish and unlearned questions,” which are in- ;into His marvellous light.” This change in 


deed * unprofitable and vain.” If we doly |her views gradually influenced her conduct, 
consider the uncertainty and shortness of life, and she became increasingly beloved by her 
we shall think it needful to put a check upon | friends and acquaintances, with many of whom 
many curious but useless inquiries, that may | she was united in little labours of love for the 
be often suggested to our minds, and be even | benefit of her fellow creatures, particularly in 
content to remain ignorant of many things, | 


because we have neither time nor opportunity | 
here upon earth adequately to search them oul. | 
And if our first and greatest concern be, as it 
ought to be, “to give diligence to make our 
calling and election sure,” we shall not be idle. 
Our talents will find abundant occupation in 
the plain truth of practical holiness, and in the 
comprehensive duties of * pure and undefiled 
religion.” And in this work of faith and la- 
bour of love, we may often be cheered with 
the recollection that the period of our intelligent 
existence is not limited by the bounds of time ; 
that on the contrary, this present life is but, 





as it were, the childhood of the soul. (1 Cor. 
xiii. 11, 12,) and that in the eternity which 
awaits the faithful believer, all his desires for 
improvement, so far as they accord with Di- 


some schools for the poor, in which she felt a 
lively interest. But it was in the few weeks 
immediately previous to her death, that the 
power of Divine Grace was most remarkably 
conspicuous in controlling the natural disposi- 
tion, and laying her low as at the feet of Jesus. 
On being asked if she had any clear evidence 
as to the termination of her illness, she replied, 
** No; but from the commencement of it | have 
earnestly sought for ability to cast myself— 
all my sins and my burdens at the feet of my 
dear Redeemer, and there to leave them. His 
mercy is great, but | have much to contend 
with. I find it hard work at times to collect 
my thoughts, but I have great comfort and 
consolation in remembering, and dwelling 
upon the words, ** The blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth from all sin.” She more than once 


vine Wisdom, will be abundantly satisfied, | requested her friends to pray for her, that she 
infinitely beyond his present conceptions, An| might be enabled to endure to the end; and 
eternity of love, light, and wisdom, shall fill} she was remarkably favoured with patience 
his cup to overflowing. Freed from the con- | under her sufferings, which were at times very 
tagion of sin and the weakness of mortality, | grea!, expressing her desire to bear in mind 
with an understanding renovated and enlarged, | continually how much her dear Saviour had 
and capacities fitted for his new enjoyments, | suffered for her and comforting her friends 
he will be prepared for all the glorious disco- | with the assurance that she felt the everlast- 
veries that may be then unfolded of the wis-|ing Arms to be underneath for her support. 
dom and knowledge of God, and the mysteries | At times she appeared to enjoy a lively fore- 
of His kingdom, which in this world it is not| taste of approaching happiness, and once ex- 
possible he should ever apprehend or even|claimed, “Oh that land how bright it is!” 
conceive, ‘Then shall he know even as he | but at other seasons she painfully experienced 
is known,” the assaults of the enemy of souls. 

She once or twice expressed her longing 
desire to “‘ go home,” yet one tie to life still re- 
mained, and caused her some anxiety, —the 
thought of leaving her beloved father. She said 
she had hoped to watch over and comfort him in | 
his old age, and to smooth his dying siltow, | 
and aflecitingly assured him in taking her last | 
leave, that she could not bear the pain of parte | 
ing with him, but for the prospect of the zlory | 
that was to follow. Whilst her friends flue. | 
tuated between hopes of her recovery and the | 


ee 


From the Annual Monitor for 1852. 
ISABELLA THOMPSON, 


Isabella Thompson, of Liverpool, daughter 
of ‘Thomas and Frances Thompson, deceased | 
First month 25th, 1851, aged 41 years. 

This dear Friend was of a lively disposition, | 
and until the illness of five weeks duration | 
which preceded her death, there was no anti- | 
cipation of her being early removed from this 


isugar, and 2 quarts molasses, 


confidence in Him, in whom she had believed. 
Under a lively assurance that she would be 
supported, it was whispered to her, ** At even- 
ing time there shall be light ;” and sweetly 
we believe was this verified in her experience, 
for when in anticipation of the awful close, 
her friends surrounded her ted—her aged fa- 
ther took her cold and passive hand, all bodily 
and mental conflict ceased, and afier a time of 
serene and solemn silence, her happy and 
ransomed spirit winged its flight to that bless- 
ed home for which she had longed, to be, we 
trust, forever with her Lord. 


From the Public Ledger. 
Method of Curing Prize Hams. 


The following recipe for curing prize hams, 
after the manner practised in Maryland and 
Virginia, has been published before. It is 
seasonable again, and its usefulness will com- 
mend it to those interes'ed in the kind of 
knowledge it imparts. 

T. E. Hambleton’s Recipe, 1st Premium.— 
To every 100 pounds pork, take 8 pounds of 
G. A. salt, 2 ounces saltpetre, 2 Ibs. brown 
sugar, 14 ounces of potash, and 4 gallons of 
water. Mix the above, and pour the brine 
over the meat, after it has laid in the tub some 
two days. Let the hams remain six weeks in 
brine, and then be dried several days before 
smoking. I have generally had the meat 
rubbed with fine salt when it is packed down. 
The meat should be perfectly cool before 
packing. 

J. Glenn’s Recipe, 2nd Premium.—To 100 
pounds pork, take half a bushel and a half 
a peck of salt, 3 pounds of saltpetre, 3 pounds 
Mix—rub the 
bacon with it well; keep on for three weeks 
in all; but at the end of nine days take out 
the hams, and put those which were at the 
top, at the bottom. 

R. Brooke, Jr.’s Recipe, 3rd Premium.— 
One bushel fine salt, half bushel ground alum 
salt, one and a half pounds saltpetre to the 


| thousand pounds pork, left to lie in pickle four 


weeks, hung up and smoked with hickory 
wood until the rind becomes a dark brown. 


changeable scene ; but “the Lord’s ways are 
not as our ways, neither are His thoughts as 
our thoughts ;” and it was his will to ‘cut 
short the work in righteousness,” and to re- 


fear of losing her, she ofien expressed herown| C.D, Slingluff’s Recipe, 4th Premium.— 
desire to leave the result in the hands of her|‘To 100 pounds green hams, take 8 pounds 
heavenly Father, and to have no will but His;| ground alum salt, 2 pounds brown sugar, or 





ceive her, we humbly trust, into one of the| recover, there will be many things to put in 
many mansions prepared by Him, who loved| order in my spiritual house,—there is much 
her and gave himself for her. A few years|out of order.” Throughout her illness the 
since her mind became deeply tinctured with | difficulty of utterance was great, yet with a 
Unitarian sentiments, which kept her for some | calmness which was very instructive, she di- 
time in a very unsettled state as regarded her | rected the distribution of many little presents 
religious views, Several dear friends were | for those she loved, and lefi this dying counsel 
anxiously interested on her behalf, and labour- | to two of her young friends, ‘ Tell them not 
ed to convince her of her dangerous error. | to leave the great work of the soul’s salvation 
The efforts of these were especially blessed |to a bed of sickness, as the weaknesses and 
by the great Head of the Church; and she| infirmities of the body are as much as we can 
was brought thankfully to believe that it was| contend with.” 

only through faith in the merits and mediation} During the last day of her sojourn here, she 
of her Saviour, that she could hope for accept- | appeared to undergo mental conflict as well as 
ance and reconciliation with God. So sensi- | bodily suffering, speaking in feeble and broken 
ble was she of the snare she had escaped,| accents of the clouds which sometimes ob- 
that she was constrained openly to acknow-|scured her view. Thus when entering the 
ledge in a meeting for worship, her gratitude] valley of the shadow of death, it appeared to 
to Him who had brought her out of “ darkness | be given her to walk by faith, and to prove her 


and remarked to a dear friend, “* If | should| molasses equivalent, 2 ounces saltpetre, 2 
ounces pearlash, 4 gallons water; dissolve 
well, skimming off the scum arising on the 
surface. Pack the hams compactly in a tight 
vessel or cask, rubbing the fleshy part with 
fine salt. In aday or two pour the above 
pickle over the meat, taking care to keep it 
covered with the pickle. In four or six weeks, 
according to the size and weight of the hams, 
(that is to say, the longer period for heavy 
hams,) hang up to smoke, hock up, smoking 
with green hickory wood. I have put up hams 
for the last twelve or fifieen years by the above 
recipe, with uniform success, equal at all times 
to the sample now presented. 

To the above we add the following, which 
we, as well as many others, have very satis- 
factorily proved : 

For every 100 pounds of meat, take 5 pints 
of good molasses, (or 5 pounds of brown su- 
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gar,) 5 ounces saltpetre, and 8 pounds rock 
salt; add 3 gallons of water, and boil the in- 
gredients over a gentle fire, skimming off the 
froth or scum as it rises. Continue the boil- 
ing until the salt, &c. is dissolved. Have the 
hams nicely cut and trimmed, packed in casks 
with the shank end down, as the pickle will 
thus strike in better. When the pickle, pre- 
pared as above, is cooled to blood heat, pour 
it over the hams. ‘They may lie in pickle 
from two to six weeks, according to the size 
of the pieces or the state of the weather, more 
time being required in cold than in warm wea- 
ther. Beef or mutton hams, intended for 
smoking and drying, may be cured according 
to this mode, and will be found excellent. 

Much of the goodness of hams depends on 
smoking. ‘They should be hung at such a 
distance from the fire as not to be heated. 
They should also be hung up with the shank 
end downward, as this will prevent the escape 
of their juices by dropping. Small hams, 
wanted for immediate use, will answer with 
two weeks’ smoking, but larger ones, and those 
wanted for keeping, should be smoked four 
weeks or more. 


—S—— 


A Dismantled Inquisition. 


The author (writes M. Wylie) had once 
the fortune to be shown over a dismantled In- 
quisition,—one, too, famous in its day; and 
he may be permitted here to tell what fell 
under his own observation. In the summer 
of 1847 we found ourselves one fine day on 
the shores of the Leman. At our feet was the 
Rhone, pouring its abundant, but discoloured 
waters into the beautiful blue lake. The lake 
itself, moveless as a mirror, slept within its 
snow-white strand, and reflected on its placid 
bosom the goodly shadows of crag and moun- 
tain. Behind us, like two giants guarding the 
entrance to the lovely valley of the Rhone, 
rose the mighty Alps, the Dent de Midi and 
the Dent d’Oche, white with eternal snows. 
In front was the eastern bank of the lake, a 
magnificent bend, with a chord of a dozen 
miles, and offering to the eye rocks, vineyards, 
villages, and mountains, forming a gorgeous 
picture of commingled loveliness and gran- 
deur. The scene was one of perfect beauty, 
yet there was one dismal object in it. At 
about a mile’s distance, almost surrounded by 
the waters of the lake, rose the Castle of Chil- 
lon. Its heavy architecture appeured _ still 
more dark and forbidding, from the gloomy 
recollections which it had called up. It had 
been at once the palace and the Inquisition of 
the Dukes of Savoy, so celebrated in the per- 
secuting annals of Rome; and here had many 
of the disciples of the early Reformers endured 
imprisonment and torture. We had an hour 
to spare, and resolved to pay a visit to the old 
Castle. We crossed the drawbridge, and a 
small gratuity procured us entrance, and the 
services of a guide. We were first led down 
to Bonnivard’s dungeon, “deep and old.” 
There is here a sort of inner and outer dun- 
geon; and in passing through the first, the 
light was so scant, that we had to grope our 
Way over the uneven floor, which, like the 
landward wall, is formed of the living rock. 
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Into this place had been crowded some hun- 
dreds of Jews; and we feli—for we could not 
be said to see—the little niche of rock on 
which they were seated one afier one, and 
slaughtered for the good of the Church, which 
it was feared their heresy might infect. We 
passed on, and entered the more spacious 
dungeon of Bonnivard. 1[t looked not unlike 
a chapel, with its groined roof and central 
row of white pillars. ‘The light was that of a 
deep twilight. We distinctly heard the ripple 
of the lake against the wall, which was on a 
level with the floor of the dungeon. At cer- 
tain seasons of the year it is some feet above 
it. ‘Two or three narrow slits, placed high in 
the wall, admitted the light, which had a green- 
ish hue, from the reflection of the lake. ‘This 
effect was rather heightened by the light 
breeze which kept flapping the broad leaf of 
some aquatic plant against the opening oppo- 
site the Martyr’s Pillar, How sweet, we 
thought, must that ray have been to the Prior 
of St. Victor, and how often, during his impri- 
sonment of six years, must his eyes have been 
turned towards it, as it streamed in from the 
waters and the mountains around his dun- 
geon! We saw the iron ring still remaining 
in the pillar to which he was chained, and 
read on that pillar the names of Dryden and 
Byron, and others who had visited the place. 
The latter name recalled his own beautiful 
lines, descriptive of the place and its martyr: 





“Chillon ! thy prison is a holy place, 
And thy sad floor an altar; for ’twas trod, 
Until his very steps have left a trace, 
Worn, as if the cold pavement were a sod, 
By Bonnivard! May none those marks eflace! 
For they appeal from tyranny to God.” 


This dungeon had its one captive ; and the 
image of suffering it presented stood out defi- 
nitely before us. The rooms above had their 
thousands, and were suggestive of crowds of 
victims, which passed belore the mind without 
order or identity. Of their names few remain, 
though the instruments on which they were 
torn in pieces are still there. Emerging from 
the dayless gloom of the vault we ascended to 
these rooms, We entered one spacious apart- 
ment, which evidently had been the “ Hall of 
Torture ;” for there, with the rust of some 
centuries upon it, stood the gaunt apparatus of 
the Inquisition. In the middle of the room 
was a massy beam reaching from floor to ceil- 
ing, with a strong pulley a-top. This was the 
corda, ‘* the queen of torments,” as it has been 
called. The person who endured the corda| 
had his hands tied behind his back; then a 
rope was attached to them, and a heavy iron 
weight was hung at his feet. When all was 
ready, the executioners suddenly hoisted him 
up to the ceiling by means of the rope, which 
passed through the pulley in the top of the 
beam; the arms were painfully wrenched 
backwards, and the weight of the body, in- 
creased by the weight attached to the feet, in 
most cases sufficed to tear the arms from the 
sockets. While thus suspended, the prisoner 
was sometimes whipped, or had a hot iron 
thrust into various parts of his body, his tor- 
mentors admonishing him all the while to 
speak the truth. If he refused to confess, he 
was suddenly let down, and received a severe | 





| ply the rod. 
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jerk, which completed the dislocation. If he 
still refused to confess, he was remanded to 
his cell, had his joints set, and was brought 
out, as soon as able, to undergo the same tor- 
ture over again, At each of the four corners 
of the room where this beam stood was a pul- 
ley fixed in the wall, showing that the apart. 
ment had also been fitted up tor the torture of 
the veglia. ‘The veglia resembled a smith’s 
anvil, with a spike a-top, ending in an iron 
die. Through the pulleys at the four corners 
of the room ran four ropes. ‘These were tied 
to the naked arms and legs of the suflerer, 
and twisted so as to cut to the bone. He was 
lifted up, and set down with his back-bone 
exactly upon the die, which, as the whole 
weight of the person rested upon it, wrought 
by degrees into the bone. ‘The torture, which 
was excruciating, was to last eleven hours, if 
the person did not sooner confess. These are 
but two of the seven tortures by which the 
Church of Rome proved—what certainly she 
could not prove either by Scripture or reason 
—that transubstantiation is true. The roof 
beneath which these enormities were commit- 
ted was plastered over by the sign of the 
Cross. In a small adjoining apartment we 
were shown a recess in the wall, with an 
oubliette or trapdoor below it. In that recess, 
said the guide, stood an image of the Virgin. 
The prisoner accused of heresy was brought, 

and made to kneel upon the trapdoor, and, in 
presence of the Virgin, to abjure his heresy. 
To prevent the possibility of apostacy, the 
moment he had made his confession the bolt 
was drawn, and the man lay a mangled corpse 
on the rock below. We had seen enough ! 

and, as we re-crossed the moat of the Castle 
of Chillon, the light seemed sweeter than ever, 

and we never in all our lives felt so thankful 

for the Reformation, which had vested us with 

the power of reading our Bible without having 

our limbs torn and our body mangled.— Wes. 


Mag. 





Efficacy of a Mother's Tears.— Willie was 
a bright blue-eyed, flaxen-headed little boy, 
three years old, when his mother, during a 
conversation with him, wished him to say, 
“‘ Yes, mother,” in reply to her. He sullenly 
refused. She reasoned and persuaded ; but 
all to no purpose ; for he repeatedly said, “ | 
will not say ‘yes, mother.’” The mother, 
trying the advice of the wise man, applied 
the rod, but seemingly to no purpose. Again 
and again did she remonstrate, and again ap- 
In this way she spent three 
hours, and he still remained stubborn. ‘Ihe 
mother, feeling the awful responsibility then 
resting upon her, and fureseeing the train of 
evil consequences that must follow a failure on 
her part, fell upon her knees, and before God 
wept bitter tears for her darling son. [t was 
enough: his heart, before so stubborn, was 
melted ; embracing and kissing her most af- 
fectionately, he feelingly said, “I will say 
‘yes, mother.’” ‘Then sobbing, he kissed her 
again and again. Ever afier she had but to 
mike a request, and his hearty response, 
« Yes, mother,” was immediately heard. 

Mothers, never despair. Your influence 
over your little ones is mysterious and power- 
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ful. In the midst of temptation and sorrow, it i that day, in comparison with the love and 
is like a guardian angel, and may guide them | favour of God to my poor soul, that had long 
through life.— Mothers’ Journal. | wanted peace with the Lord. And in that day 
|it was my care to accompany myself with 

| those, that I thought walked most circumspect- 

For ‘The Friend.” | |y, and dwelt nearest the Lord in their spirits ; 
SUSANNA GARTON. land not to look out at, or take example by 

ene ‘ ‘ [thoes that were most for liberty, as too many 
This individual received the Truth in early| now do. Oh! it was a good day, a blessed 
life, and walked faithfully therein to the end day,a day never to be forgotten; my soul 
of her day ; and it may be truly said, she be-| hath it in grateful remembrance before the 
came a mother in God’s Israel, a preacher of Lord; praised be his holy name for his good- 
righteousness, not so much in words, a8 in| ness.” With tears of joy she exhorted all, 


Selected. 


PASSING UNDER THE ROD. 


BY MARY 8S, B. DANA. 


- “Twill cause you to pass under the rod ; I will 


bring you into the bond of the covenant.”—Ezexig. 
xx. 37, 


I saw the young bride in her beauty and pride, 
Bedecked in her snowy array : 

And the bright flush of joy mantled high on her 

cheek, 

And the future looked brilliant and gay. 

And with woman’s devotion she laid her fond heart 
At the shrine of idolatrous love ; 

And she anchored her hope to the perishing earth 







life and dedication to her Lord’s will. She!«to be faithful unto death, that they might 
obtain the crown of life.” 


was of a meek spirit, not valuing herself for 
any service she performed, but was thankful 
that he had counted her worthy to be employ- 
ed in his household, however humble the duty 
might be. She was given to hospitality, tak- 
ing care of the widows and fatherless, and 
visiting the afflicted in their distress, 


While her husband lay in prison for refus- 
ing to pay tithes, or for assembling with his 
friends to worship the Lord, she cheerfully 
suffered with him, being often left to manage 
his worldly affairs, and under her trials and 
privations, counted it all joy, that they were 
esteemed worthy not only to believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, but to suffer for his name’s 
sake, whose love and favour were more to them 
than all the world and its enjoyments. They 
did not reason with flesh and blood, but were 
faithfully given up to serve the Lord with all 
that he had blessed them with, believing the 
righteous shall never be forsaken nor his seed 
be found begging bread. 

This worthy woman was also a pattern of 
great plainness, and was ofien grieved at the 
superfluity that abounded among some who 
professed the Truth, and with the undue liber- 
lies they indulged in. She would remark, “it 
was not as in the beginning, for then there 
was nothing too near or dear to part with for 
Truth’s sake.” She was much distressed in 
hearing the needless vain talking, foolish jest- 
ing, and the light, airy deportment of some, 
so unbecoming our holy profession ; observing, 
‘Time ought not to be so spent; for an ac- 
count must be given unto God for all these 
things.” ‘Towards the latter part of her life, 
a gilt in the ministry was dispensed to her, 
and though small, her labour therein was sound 
and acceptable. 

When it pleased the Lord to visit her with 
disease about six months before her death, she 
was preserved in patience and quietness, re- 
signed to his will, often saying, “ It is a prepa- 
ration for my end, and I am well content, for 
the Lord hath given me many days.” 

Although she had been a woman of few 
words, yet in her illness she was furnished 
with counsel for those who visited her. She 
was much concerned for her descendants, and 
solemnly exhorted them to prize their precious 
time ; saying, ‘| was once young as well as 
you, and delighted in the pleasures and vani- 

ties of this world; but the Lord in his love 
and mercy met with me; yea, he laid the axe 


































to the root of the tree, and made me willing to 
part with all my beloveds, my pride and vani- 
lies, and to become a fool and a gazing-stock 
to the world ; but all was as nothing to me in 


little before, and you must follow afier; all 
have need to be faithful to the gift they have 
received. 
barely would do for me ; we must all be faith- 
ful according to what we have received, and 
there is no more required.” 


other time, she tenderly inquired after the 
affairs of Truth there, saying, “How do 
Friends in that great city come up in good 
order and discipline in the church? 
truly concerned to seek out the lost sheep, 
that they may be brought home again.” When 
taking leave of the Friend, she bid her fare- 
well, saying, “ I shall never see thee again in 
this world, but hope to have a part in that 
which is to come. 
under much brokenness of spirit, she observed, 
«| do not weep because I see death approach- 
ing ; for | cried to the Lord, that if anything 
did lie in my way, he would be pleased to 
show it me; but | do not find anything laid to 
my charge.” 
will be fulfilled on me, that those who sow in 
tears shall reap in joy.” 
would express her desire to be dissolved and 
go the Lord, but in a resigned frame of spirit ; 
saying, ** Oh Lord, grant I may patiently wait 
thy appointed time, knowing thy time is the 
best time,” and afterwards said, “1 must go 
to my God,” and folding her hands died in 
sweetness with the Lord, the 10th of the First 
month, 1714, aged seventy-nine years. 


ever. 


To some others, she said, “I am going a 


I never found that going to meeting 


A Friend of London being with her at an- 


Are they 


On another occasion, 


Again, “I believe that saying 


In recording the short notice of the life and 


character of this exemplary and innocent- 
spirited elder in the church, her Friends re- 
mark, that it is ** with desire those into whose 
hands it may come, may be encouraged to 
hold on their way—that drooping souls may 
look to the Rock that followed the ancients, 
and was with them in all their tribulations, 
Unto which Rock they now sing praises, and 


render honour, glory and thanksgiving for- 
Amen.” Every period has its temp- 
tations and trials, but what an innumerable 
multitude have through the Grace given them, 
held out to the end, and been made conquerors 
through Him that loved them and died for 
them and rose again. With Him there is nei- 
ther variableness nor shadow of turning ; and 
it will be his good pleasure to give the victory 
and the kingdom to his little tribulated and 
humble-hearted flock, as they keep at his foot- 


stool, asking of him the help of his blessed 
Spirit, and doing faithfully a]l that he requires 


at their hands, 


Sometimes she! 


By the chain which her tenderness wove ; 


But I saw when those heart-strings were bleeding and 


torn, 
And the chain had been severed in two, 


She had changed her white robes for the sables of 


grief, 
And her bloom for the paleness of wove. 


But the Healer was there, pouring balm in the heart, 


And wiping the tears from her eyes; 


And he strengthened the chain he had broken in 


twain, 
And fastened it firm to the skies. 


There had whispered a voice, twas the voice of her 


God— 
I claim thee—I love thee—* pass under the rod.” 


I saw the young mother in tenderness bend 
O’er the couch of her beautiful boy, 

And she kissed the soft lips as they murmured her 

name, 

While the dreamer lay smiling in joy. 

Oh ! sweet as the rose-bud encircled in dew, 
While its fragrance is flung o’er the air, 

So fresh and so bright to the mother he seemed, 
As he lay in his innocence there. 

But I saw as she gazed on the same lovely form— 
Pale as marble, and silent, and cold— 

But paler and colder her beautiful boy, 
And the tale of her sorrow was told. 

But the Healer was there, who had smitten her heart, 
And taken her treasure away ; 

To allure her to heaven he had placed it on high, 
And the mourner will sweetly obey. 

There had whispered a voice, twas the voice of her 

God— 
I claim thee—I love thee—* pass under the rod.” 


I saw when a father and mother had lean’d 
On the arms of a dear cherished son, 

And the star of the future grew bright in their gaze, 
As they saw the proud place he had won, 

And the fast coming evening of life promised fair, 
And its pathway grew smooth to those feet, 

And the star-light of love glimmer’d bright to the 

end, 

And the whispers of fancy were sweet. 

But I saw as they stood bending low o’er the grave 
Where their hearts’ dearest hopes had been laid, 
And the star had gone down in the darkness of night, 

And joy from their bosoms had fled, 
But the Healer was there, and his arms were around, 
And he led them with tenderest care, 
And he showed them a star in the bright upper 
world— 
*T was their star shining brilliantly there. 
They had each heard a voice, ’twas the voice of their 
God— 
I claim thee—I love thee—“ pass under the rod.” 


——_—-— 


Richard Shackleton’s Letters. 
To Mary Watson. 
Ballitore, Ist of Second mo, 1786. 
My dear Cousin,— 

Doubtless thou hast felt deep concern on 
account of » such repeated wounds in 
one part, must cause an exquisitely tender and 
painful sensation ; it is some alleviation, how- 
ever, that the affair is attended with several 
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THE FRIEND, 189 
‘“ favourable circumstances; may it prove a|my best wishes for thy preservation and in- notes that his labour “ was for the strengthen- 
salutary, though it may be, a bitter portion.|crease in every good; and they are at this ing and the encouragement of the feeble-mind- 
Jt seems to me as though it was the will of the | time fervent, sincere and new. ed.” On Fifth-day, the 9th, he attended a 
Great Ruler of the universe, to strip off every R. 8. week-day meeting, wherein a marriage was 
I will false covering of every kind, and lay us naked —— accomplished. He says of it, “ I had consid- 
LEKIEL and bare, (as we really are,) before him and For ‘The Friend.” |erable service, though I did not feel clear. 
before one another. There has been an evil WILLIAM JACKSON, That afternoon | visited an ancient Friend, 
, covetousness, the wedge of gold and Baby lonish ie who through age and loss of sight did not get 
° (Continuation of Thomas Scattergood and his Times.) ° ‘ ° 
garment,—there has been an ostentatious pa- ; to meetings. He was in his 85th year, but 
weed rade, and an aspiring to live above the simpli- ne re was alive and sensible to the best part. We 
city of Truth, in which is the safety and| On First-day, the 5th of the Eighth month, |had a strengthening, satisfactory opportunity. 
eart quiet ; the professors of the religion of Jesus|1781, William Jackson parted with Anne|I called to see another Friend under affliction, 
Christ, revived in its original purity, have not} Willis, and the other Long Island Friends |[who had been] confined for several months. 
rth many of them been willing to drink of the cup | who had been forbidden by General Water-|[This was] satisfactory also. On Sixth-day, 
ng and that he drank of, nor to be baptized with the} bury, to proceed with their visit. He attend-|1 visited two more families,—the head of one 
baptism which he was baptized with; we must|ed Purchase Meeting, “where,” he says,|is ancient, a public Friend a number of years. 
get lower and deeper, ere we as a people be-|‘* through the strengthening arm of Him,|It appears to me there has been a falling away 
bles of come exalted, conspicuous in glory. May|who fails not his depending ones, I had tho-| from the life and greenness. How sorrowful 
such as are sensible that these things are so, | rough service, to the relieving my own mind,—/| when there is a losing ground in the decline 
heart, be favoured with ability to wait and watch |the arousing the lukewarm and negligent, the|of life, especially in those that have stood in 
: unto prayer, for preservation from evil, and| warning of the obstinate and rebellious,—that | conspicuous stations in the church! It brought 
ken in for strength and wisdom to walk wisely before | there might be a humbling under the mighty/to my recollection the prophet Ezekiel’s de- 
the flock, over which, by Divine appointment | Hand, that is stretched out in judgment so|claration, viz.,‘ When a righteous man turn- 
efe they have been made overseers. All our|evidently in these parts; lest He should seejeth away from his righteousness and com- 
movements are seen and known to our Great | meet to send something heavier, and by terri-|mitteth iniquity, for his iniquity that he hath 
d.” Judge, he understandeth all the imaginations | ble things should plead and judge for sin and|done shall he die.’ All his former righteous- 
of the thoughts of our hearts. This fountain | transgression.” ness shall no more be remembered to him.” 
must be thoroughly and often purified, in or-} On Second and Third-days, he attended the} On Seventh-day, William Jackson visited 
red her der that what proceedeth therefrom may be Monthly Meeting of Purchase, which “ was|two families, and on First-day, attended Shap- 
sweet, savoury, and edifying. A little thing|large, but the life and power of ‘Truth was|paquah Meeting. Here he mentioned to some 
defiles and unfits ; so the little things are to be |affectingly low, especially in discipline,—al-| Friends assembled to confer with him, that he 
guarded against, as well as those of greater|though there was a good condescension in| had seen his way plainly to come among them, 
d, magnitude, the secret faults, as well as the| transacting the affairs thereof.” Condescen-| but that he could not see his way to leave, 
flagrant sins ; for holiness is to be the clothing | sion without life, is but little better than apa-leither by going forward or returning home- 
_— of the Lord’s servants, and this will not be|thy,—and far healthier is the condition of that| ward. In this situation he had apprehended 
put on any that are unclean; indeed, I often | meeting which sometimes exhibits collision of| there was further service for him in that place. 
think, that it is a capital favour, that we are | sentiment, from the honest expression of con-|He mentioned a visit to the families of the 
sr heart, at times so clearly convicted in our minds of| flicting views, than that, whose members re-| meeting, if the Friends were united in setting 
having said or done amiss, and that the heal-| strain the offering of their own convictions of| him at liberty, and felt united with him in en- 
gh, ing stripes are so soon administered. But|right, because others have taken opposite|tering into the labour, ‘There was a general 
of her why do [ ramble thus in discourse with thee,| ground. Diversity of sentiment, honestly,|concuirence in the concern, and several cheer- 
who I believe art more watchful, more circum- | fearlessly expressed, is not in itself disunity ;| fully gave up to enter therein with him. On 
od.” spect, and more exemplary thanI am. These|and where it brings disunity, it is disunity with| Third-day morning, the 14h of Eighth month, 
reflections are not personal, but general, pro-|error slumbering in peace. In all times of|they commenced the service. William says, 
bably overflowings which [ should do well to| religious revival, those who are faithful will|‘* We were at six families that day to good 
sir gaze, save for myself. have to break the smooth, sluggish surface of| satisfaction, the Lord being near to strengthen 
; R. S. careless uniformity, and raise the opposition|my mind in the work, [There were] about 
fair, — of those who love to be at rest. No man has|seventy families, and we proceeded from day 
a right to change his opinion at the will of|to day, yet did not get through until the 30th, 
— "= =. oueame, others—to Suhisa his belief according to that| which was their week-day meeting.” “ [The] 
Ballitore, 10th of Third month, 1786. | of one or more men or women, whom he deems| forepart of this meeting was dark and heavy, 
grave I wish your tranquillity, and even the inter-| worthy of his love. We are called on to| yet light broke forth, and it was a solemn time 
mae, ruption of your tranquillity, to be sanctified to | know,—to feel,—to understand for ourselves,—| towards the conclusion. I thought | should 
of night, : on 5 pag 
you ; that all may (ferment) work together for|and if we have no more stable ground for our|be clear of further service in that meeting. 
around, good, Sometimes matters arise so dark, so| belief, than that it is held by others, it will|In reference to the family visit to the members 
difficult and perplexing, that we may be ready | avail us nothing. In many meetings for dis-|of that meeting, he says, “It was a low, wad- 
> to say, ‘this is not of the Lord, he is not in|cipline, the members become so habituated to|ing time throughout, The state of Society as 
this whirlwind.’ Yet his hand though unseen | look up to a few for direction, that they approve |to religion is very low,—the minds of the peo- 
of their is there, and is there for the good of his own|all their leaders approve. If a concern is laid| ple were much scattered and dejected. ‘Their 
children and people, whose eye is steadily | before them, they spexk to it as a matter of|difficulties in the outward are very great, as 
od.” fixed on him through all and over all; he or-| course, according as they feel towards the in-| they are subjected to spoil and plunder, [amid ] 
ders or permits the tempest, but he limits its| dividual opening it, and not as to any real|the desolating calamities of war. It appears 
force ; he is not only in the sunshine and the | judgment sought for and obtained from the|to me that in the time of peace and tranquil- 
calm, but he ‘ maketh the clouds his chariot} great Head of the Church. No man has ajlity, there was a preferring of the gifts belore 
and walketh upon the wings of the wind ;’ and| religious right to speak in meeting, unless his|the Giver, unmindful of Him, the true Rock ; 
, 1786. as if they were a preparatory dispensation, | sentiment is a fresh living offspring of his con-j|and now when their outward substance is 
and what follows was consequential, the sweet |cern at that time. Opinions brought to meet-|stript from them, their affections having been 
‘ern on Psalmist immediately adds, “ He maketh his|ing with us, are no sufficient authority for|too much therein, their all is gone, and a state 
unds in angels spirits: his ministers a flaming fire.” | opening our mouths therein. of murmuring and repining is too apt to creep 
der aud Farewell, my beloved friend! Acceptthyself}| Whilst at Shappaquah, where Purchase|in, ‘They bewail how it is with them, and be- 
n, how- and share with thy husband the hearty saluta-| Monthly Meeting was held, William Jackson|come disheartened. O! the necessity there is 
several tions of me and mine. Thou hast long had 
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had several family sittings, in one of which he 


at all times, of providing to ourselves, ‘ bags 
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THE FRIEND. 





that wax not old, a treasure in the heavens 
that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, 
neither moth nor rust corrupteth.” As the 
service lay altogether upon me, it was very 
wearing and spending to nature ; but through 
the strengthening arm of the Lord, I was 
borne up, so that I had it in my experience, 
‘that unto the day so is the strength given.’ ” 

On First-day, the 9th of Ninth month, he 
was at James Mot’s. Here he wrote, “ Yes- 
terday I visited three sick Friends, to-day [was 
at] Mamaroneck meeting which was an exer- 
cising time to me. Life was at a low ebb. It 
appeared as if the people’s minds were scat- 
tered, and not gathered to the proper place of 
waiting, [where they might] experience their 
strength renewed in Him, our holy High Priest, 
who is the ‘ Minister of the sanctuary which 
God hath pitched and not man.’ [I had to 
deliver] a short testimony for His name, to 
the stirring up the pure mind to its duty, con- 
cluding [the meeting] in prayer. Afier meet- 
ing, | laid it before divers Friends, that it was 
in my mind to visit the families of that meet- 
ing. [This was] concurred with, divers 
Friends offering to accompany me. On Sec- 
ond.day we set out in the service, James Mott, 
George Embree and I, and were favoured to 
get through on Seventh-day evening. The 
good Hand was near to support us, and also 
to open the states of the people. Although in 
general it was a low, proving time, yet the 
Lord favoured us with some heart-tendering 
seasons, His name be praised therefor! | 
attended their week-day meeting, and was at 
the house of a Friend, wherein lay a corpse. 
[Here I had] a seasonable opportunity before 
the dead was removed, to declare the way of 
Truth, and to [warn them] to labour to be 
ready against such a time, which would un- 
avoidably overtake [each one]. We visited 
eighteen families of Friends, and two of other 
societies, to whom I felt drawn. At the meet- 
ing in the middle of the week, [ felt my mind 
concerned that in this time of general calamity 
there might be an awaking unto righteous- 
ness.” 
(To be continued.) 

—_—— 


For “ The Friend.’’ 
Christian Love—True and False Zeal. 


The following selections are taken from a 
tract on * Universal Love,” written by Robert 
Barclay, while a prisoner in Aberdeen, in 
1677. To those who profess to stand as ad- 
vocates of the Christian religion, it is all im- 
portant frequently to examine what spirit they 
are of,—whether they are constantly dwelling 
in that which enables to love enemies, so as 
to pray for, and to seek their recovery from 
error, at all times shutting out from their 
hearts all enmity, hatred, and evil desires 
against others. The writer was one of the 
faithful and fearless band who testified against 
spiritual wickedness in high places—at the 
same time fully sensible of the heavenly na- 
ture of Christian love, and of the indispensable 
importance of possessing it, and being actu- 
ated at all times by its Divine influence. He 
says: 

“ The nature of Christian love and charity 





is abundantly described in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, where it is preferred before all other 
virtues and properties whatsoever, as that 
which comprehendeth in it all other perfec- 
tions, and is the root and spring of them. For 
there can be no true virtue but that which pro- 
ceedeth from love. Hence God himself is 
called love, as being that, under which all his 
innumerable and unutterable perfections are 
included. By this love we are redeemed from 
the corruption of our nature, and have receiv- 
ed the benefit of a Mediator. This is the ban- 
ner wherewith God covereth his children—this 
is that which constrained our Lord Jesus 
Christ to lay down his life for us—the exercise 
of this is given by Christ, as the principai 
token of his disciples—it is numbered as the 
first fruit of the Spirit—it is called the fulfill- 
ing of the law, as that wherein all consisteth 
—for to love God above all things, and our 
neighbour as ourselves, is the sum, not only 
of the law, but of the Gospel also. Therefore 
the apostle Paul giveth to this love or charity, 
the precedence before either faith or hope. 
For having first shown that the speaking with 
tongues of men and angels, the gifts of pro- 
phesying, understanding and knowledge, the 
faith that could remove mountains, the giving 
of all to the poor, yea, and the body to be 
burned, is nothing without it; he proceeds to 
the description of it thus: Charity suffereth 
long and is kind ; charity envieth not, vaunt- 
eth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave 
itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not 
easily provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not 
in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the Truth; bear- 
eth all things, believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, endureth all things, never faileth ; 
although other gifis have. As by this the 
excellency of love is shown, so the neces- 
sity of pressing afier it and living in it, will 
be readily acknowledged by all. But seeing 
the sum and perfection of this love consists in 
loving God above all, so whatever diverts in 
any thing therefrom, is not to be accounted 
love—such as the love of self, the love of the 
world, the love of any creature. Hence for 
the attaining of the true and excellent love, 
the love of all those other things, is not only 
to be laid aside, and the love of God preferred 
to them; but they are to be hated, as Christ 
himself phraseth it—he that hateth his life. 
Yea, he useth it so as to speak of hating father 
and mother; though when the love to such is 
truly subordinate to the other, it is both com- 
mended and commanded. 

“The testimony which is required of our} 
really being in the love of God, Christ himself 
signifieth to us—if ye love me, keep my com- 
mandments, And as the beloved disciple John 
said in the case of knowledge, showing us 
the falsehood of such as pretend to kuow 





practice of this love of God, or withdraws 
from the obedience of the least of his com. 
mands, is to be denied and in no ways to be 
entertained—as being either the love of the 
devil, the love of the world, or the love of self, 
and not the love of the Father. 

* As from the true love of God, having taken 
place both upon the understanding and the 
will, there ariseth a great fervency and desire 
of mind, that it may be wholly united with the 
Lord, and made conformable to his will in all 
things, so from hence ariseth also a certain 
aversion, indignation, and even hatred to what- 
soever is contrary thereunto, or has a tenden- 
cy to lead from it, which is commonly called, 
zeal. This zeal having a right bottom and 
foundation, and proceeding purely from the 
love of God, is a great virtue, greatly to be 
commended and pressed after ; and the defect 
thereof is justly reprovable in a Christian. 
That zeal then thus considered, is a thing ex- 
cellent, pure and holy of itself, appears in that 
it is ascribed to God himself, where the per- 
formance of the blessed evangelical promises 
is to be performed by the zeal of the Lord— 
he is said to be clothed with zeal as with a 
cloak—his zeal is numbered with his bowels 
and mercies. David commends himself to 
God, for that the zeal of his house had eaten 
him up. Paul commends the Corinthians for 
their zeal—and for this end hath the Grace of 
God appeared unto all, that there might bea 
people gathered zealous of good works, As 
this is recommended on the one hand, so the 
contrary thereof, viz., indifference and luke- 
warmness, are reproved and rebuked, as a 
thing displeasing to the Lord. Of the many 
instances that might be given, that of the 
church of Laodicea may serve. For a reme- 
dy against this evil she is exhorted to be zeal- 
ous and repent. 

* As there is a true zeal, so there is a false 
one; and it is not more needful to have the 
one than it is to avoid the other. Now as the 
true zeal proceedeth only from the pure love of 
God, and a single regard to his honour and 
glory, so the false zeal proceedeth from the 
love of something else, and the regard to other 
things. Of this false zeal there are several 
kinds as well as degrees ; all of which, though 
they ought to be shunned, yet some are far 
more hurtful and pernicious than others. The 
worst is, when men through the height of 
pride, lust, ambition, or envy, show themselves 
furious and zealous to satisfy and fulfil their 
desires and affections. This is the highest 
zeal for self. From this zeal Cain slew Abel, 
Ishmael mocked Isaac, and Esau hated Jacob, 
Saul persecuted David, and Jezebel the true 
prophets of the Lord. 

‘* A second kind is, when men who are not 
faithful to the principles of religion they pro- 


God, yet do not so, saying, he that says he/| fess to acknowledge as true, being conscious 


knows God and keepeth not his command- 
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 
so it may be also said, he that saith he loves 
God, and keeps not his commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him; as the same 
apostle saith, For this is the love of God, that 
we keep his commandments. Hence it is ap- 
parent that love without purity is a false pre- 
tence; and that whatsoever hinders from the | 


to themselves and known to be such as aie 
vicious and profligate; yet do violently perse- 
cute others that differ from them ; though they 
be not only equal to them, but exceed them in 
temperance and virtue; having nothing to 
charge them with, but that they agree not 
with them in judgment and practice in matters 
of religion. ‘This apparently is a false zeal, 
and not of God ; for if it proceeded from the 
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true love of God, it would first operate in 
themselves to the removing of all those things, 
which they acknowledge to be contrary to this 
love of God, before it exerted itself towards 
others; seeing as the proverb says, Charity 
begins at home, 

* A third sort is of such, who walk strictly 
and closely to their own principles, making 
conscience of their way ; but yet being blinded 
in their understanding, do persecute truth, sup- 
posing it to be error. Of this number was 
Paul before his conversion, being as to the| 
law blameless, and persecuting the saints out | 
of zeal. In this class he numbers his coun- 
trymen, saying, They have a zeal for God, 
but not according to knowledge—and perhaps 
among these such may be numbered of whom 
Christ speaks, saying to his disciples, and | 
whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth 
God service. 

“A fourth and last is, when men being 
truly enlightened in their understanding, but 
their will, heart and affections, not thoroughly 
leavened with the love of God, do condemn 
things justly reprovable, but not out of the 
pure drawings of Divine love, but even from 
a mixture of self in their own will, as not 
suffering any to be contrary unto them. This 
is the most innocent kind of wrong zeal, yet 
not so but that it ought to be watched against. 
Of these few that are guilty of it, it were fit 
that they waited to be redeemed from it. But 
the pure undefiled zeal that is acceptable to 
God is that, which proceeds, not only from a 
pure and clear undeistanding, but also from a 
renewed and sanctified will, which moves not 
of or from self, but from and for the Lord. 

“The sum of what is said, is, that true 
Christian love and charity is the most excel- 
lent of virtues, most needful to be sought alter 
and attained ; that it ic never joined but with 
purity, which it nature lly leads to; and there- 
from doth consequently arise an indignation 
and zeal against unriguteousness ; which true 
zeal is justly commenaable, and really distin- 
guishable from all false and ignorant zeal. 

“The following relating thereto may be 

affirmed—that whatsoever love is consistent 
with the pure love of God, may be safely ex- 
ercised, towards all sorts as well of men as of 
Christians. That whatsoever love or charity 
really conduceth to the salvation of their souls, 
and so far as they are capable thereof, may 
and ought to be showed towards them, That 
therefore the good in all ought to be commend- 
ed, encouraged and loved; and no true good 
either denied, rejected or despised, because of 
any errors peculiar to respective sects. That 
the evil either in opinion or practice, ought 
neither to be spared, encouraged, nor foment- 
ed under any pretence of love whatsoever.” 
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being the surviving representative of a series, 
not very long extinct, peculiar to some of the 
islands of the South Pacific. Each island had 
its peculiar bird. Being without wings, and 
thus incapable of flight, the dodo, solitaire, 
dinornis, &c., were killed or died out in the 
limited area which they inhabited, and have 
left only a few bones, together with some tra- 
ditional and historical evidence, to tell of their 
existence. 

The apteryx is a nocturnal bird, and during 
the greater part of the day it stands or sils, 
sleeping, in an attitude of extremely grotesque 
character, if anything in nature can be said to 
be grotesque. The position of the legs, with 
reference to the centre of gravity, apparently 
renders any attitude, except an upright one, 
sufficiently inconvenient to require the assist- 
ance of the beak as an additional support, and 
in this use we find reason for the hardened 
texture of the tip, which is almost constantly 
in contact with the ground. When excited, 
the apteryx stands nearly upright, and kicks 
freely, inflicting sharp cuts with the strong 
claws which arm its feet. In this action it 
resembles the cassowary, ‘The hairy, open 
texture of the feathers, the entire absence of 
wings, and the rounded outline of the back, 
give the apteryx a mammalian expression, 
which must strike every one who sees it.— 
London Literary Gazette. 


hath dulled those who in quickness exceeded 
their master. 

To conclude, let this, amongst other mo- 
tives, make school-teachers careful in their 
place—that the eminences of their scholars 


may commend the memories of their teachers 
to posterity.” 




































Work of the Needle.—More than thirty 
thousand persons are supported in the city of 
New York, in the manufacture of ready-made 
clothing, while the number living by it, who 
reside in villages in Connecticut, New Jersey, 
and New York, within a few hours’ ride or 
sail from the city, is much larger. About eight- 
tenths of the goods manufactured are sent out 
of the city for sale. A single firm employs 
in the various departments 3,500 operatives, 
and the sales of the house annually exceed 
a million of dollars. One hundred persons 
are employed in receiving and returning work 
only. Many of the operatives receive a com- 


pensation which barely keeps them from star- 
vation, 
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The author of “ The Miser,” will receive 
the explanation asked for. We received the 
piece as it was published, not knowing it had 
been in print before. 

We are rejoiced to find by the “ Providence 
Post” of the 14th instant, that the Act for the 
Abolition of Capital Punishment in Rhode 
Island, to which we referred in our number 
of the 7th inst., has now become a law, there 
having been, when the final vote thereon was 
taken in the House of Representatives, more 
than two-thirds of that body in its favour. 

The clause which releases the Governor 
from the responsibility attached to the pardon- 
ing power, while it more fully secures the due 
punishment of the convict, must, we should 
think, be felt as a great relief by whoever may 
ocenpy that station. 

However much it may be kept out of sight, 
this exercise of the “ one-man-power,” in the 
release {rom or awarding of punishment, espe- 
cially when punishment consists in the forfeit. 
ure of life, is a stretch of arbitrary authority 
altogether at variance with the genius of our 
republican institutions. The criminal who 
has passed through the forms of a trial, and 
has been condemned, is yet safe from the 
penalty of his crime, until the will of one man 
in the State is legally expressed in his case. Life 
or death is dependent upon the views or feelings 
at the time, of him who fills the office of Gov- 





The Good Schoolmaster. 
BY T. FULLER. 


“God of His goodness, hath fitted several 
men for several callings, that the necessity of 
Church and State, in all conditions, may be 
provided for, And thus He mouldeth some 
for a schoolmaster’s life, undertaking it with 
desire and delight, and discharging it with 
dex'erity and happy success, 

He studieth his scholars’ natures as care- 
fully as they their books ; and ranks their dis- 
positions into several forms. And though it 
may seem difficult for him in a great school to 
descend to all particulars, yet experienced 
schoolmasters may quickly make a grammar 
of boys’ natures. 

He is able, diligent, and methodical in his 
teaching ; not leading them rather in a circle 
than forwards. He minces his precepts for 
children to swallow, hanging cloggs on the 
nimbleness of his own soul (or mind), that his 
scholars may go along with him. 

He is moderate in inflicting deserved cor- 
rection. Many a schoolmaster better answer- 
eth the name paido tritus, than paidagogos,* 
rather tearing his scholars’ flesh with whip- 
ping, than giving them good education. No 
wonder if his scholars hate the muses, being 
presented unto them in the shapes of fiends 





Rare New Zealand Bird.—The vessel 
bringing from New Zealand the kakapos, 
(strigope,) and the kiwi, (apteryx,) arrived 
during the past week. The strigope, a noc- 
lurnal parrot, was accidently killed during the 
voyage, but the apteryx has reached England 
in good health, and is safely lodged in the 
gardens of the Zoological Society. The great 
interest attached to this bird arises from its 


ernor. He can bid the convict live, or consign 
him to the cold embrace of death. Hence in 
cases of offenders who have many interested 
in their welfare, no means are lefi untried, so 
to act upon the arbiter’s feelings, as to induce 
him to incline to pity, and to spare the victim ; 
while the friendless and despised, are gener- 
ally left to abide whatever decision he may 
come to, uninstructed and unimplored. Thus, 
in a recent instance in New York, a Spaniard 


and furies. 

Such an Orbilious mars more scholars than 
he makes. Their tyranny hath caused many 
tongues to stammer which spoke plainly by 
nature, and whose stuttering at first was no- 
thing else but fears quavering on their speech 
at their master’s presence ; and whose severity 


a 


* Boy beater, not boy teacher. 
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who had committed murder, and was about to 
be executed, has been set free, not because 
there was any doubt of his guilt, but at the 
suggestion of officers of the General Govern- 
ment, by way of compliment to the Queen of 
Spain because she has liberated the pirates 
who were captured in Cuba. 


many Friends now collected, being dipped into 
near sympathy with the pure Seed of life, and 
engaged in a solid attention to the accounts 
received from the respective Quarters, earnest- 
ly desires the causes of weakness and failure 
pointed out in the reports, may be carefully 
and with religious diligence searched out and 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM. 
The Steward and Matron of this Institution 
having resigned, the Managers are desirous 
of procuring suitable Friends to fill those 
stations, 
Application may be made to either of the 
undersigned, 






removed, and wisdom and strength sought 
afier and humbly waited for, to order our 
steps aright, that we may by our circumspect 
and pious example, availingly invite others to 
follow us as we follow Christ—none of us 
resting short of a fervent exercise and travail, 
that our states individually may be felt after, 
and devoutly craving that our eye may be 
anointed, clearly to see and understand, 
whether there is a growth and advance- 
ment in the life and power of Truth; or 
whether through unwatchfulness and the pre- 
valence of a worldly spirit, dwarfishness and 
a withering have ensued. It is affectionately 
recommended that a vigilant brotherly care 
may not be withheld, when and wherever 
tokens of lukewarmness or negligence appear, 
or where true gospel sympathy with the aged, 
weak and afilicted, calls for our tender fellow 
feeling. 

“ And it is further earnestly desired that the 
members of this meeting may be animated 
with increasing zeal, faithfully to attend meet- 
ings for worship and discipline; and to seek 
after strength for collecting their families at 
proper seasons into solid retirement, to train 
up, instruct and forward them in this, and 
other weighty duties ; endeavouring to check 
and nip the buds of undue liberty, as they 
appear in the youth or others. As ministers 
and elders thus become united in care to be 
unspotted in their whole conversation, and 
good examples and way-marks to sober in- 
quirers, they may be made instrumental to 
the gathering of many of these from the out- 
ward, to a dwelling in the inward court, and 


While we rejoice whenever human life is 
thus spared, and only marvel that any one 
can be found willing to assume the responsi- 
bility of saying that it shall be taken away, 
we nevertheless think, that however the pre- 
liminary steps, the trial, &c., may be in con- 
formity with the rights supposed to be secured 
to all in a popular and free government, yet 
the last act, which ends the drama in the 
darkness of the grave, is nearly allied to the 
despotic power of an autocrat. And how aw- 
ful is the responsibility involved in this power 
over the life of a fellow creature, by which 
the time of probation to the wretched being 
whose hands are red with the blood of his 
victim, may be“cut short or lengthened out ! 

We observe in the published account of the 
debate upon the subject, in the Rhode Island 
Legislature, one of the members “alluded to 
the fact that the mind of one sheriff had never 
been relieved of the consequence of executing 
a man—that it had also borne very heavily 
upon his wife—and that another sheriff who 
had been called on to perform the same duty, 
declared that he would never perform it 
again.” If this is the case with the subordi- 
nate officers, who have not the power to rescue 
the poor offender from death, how much more 
fearful, we cannot but suppose, must be the 
reflections of one, who while he shudders to 
think of the awful scene which eternity may 
have disclosed to the murderer, knows that it 
was by his permission alone that his life was 
takenaway. We doubt not that such thoughts 
often come home with a force that requires 
no little effort to conceal their effect upon the 





feelings. to a dependance on the Minister of the sanc- | 
Would that the time had come when no one|tuary and of the true tabernacle, which the 
in our country could be put to such a trial! | Lord pitched and not man.” 
; Communicated, 
We have been furnished from among some 


We regret to learn that our friend Samuel 
Whitson, of Sadsbury, Lancaster county, met 
with a heavy loss on the night of the 9th inst., 
in the destruction by fire of his barn and con- 
tents, adjoining out-buildings, and all his 
farming utensils, carriages, threshing-ma- 
chine, &c., together with six valuable horses, 
and several choice milch cows. 

As there was only a partial insurance on 
the barn, hay and grain, and none on the 
stock, his loss will be severely felt. Both he 
and his neighbours believe the fire to have 
been kindled by an incendiary. 


old papers belonging to a late worthy member 
of one of the Quarterly Meetings, with a min- 
ute of advice issued by the Yearly Meeting of 
Ministers and Elders, held in Philadelphia, 
Tenth month, 1790, which was recommended 
by that meeting, to the close and religious 
attention of its Quarterly and Monthly Meet- 
ings of ministers and elders. It is enlivening 
even to be reminded of the hearty concern of 
those who have just gone before us, to stir up 
one another to diligence, both in seeking for 
the wisdom that is from above, and to look 
into their own states, that they might order 
their conversation aright before the flock. We 
should think there can hardly be less need for 
a similar concern at this day, and that were it 
bronght into practice among all classes, we 
should derive more benefit from it than in un- 
availingly mourning over the weaknesses or 
supposed faults of others. 

The minute says: “This meeting being 
favoured with the calming influences of the 
love of our heavenly Father, and the minds of 
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WANTED 


A young man or lad of steady habits, who 
writes a good hand, to assist in an office. 
Inquire at the office of “* The Friend.” 








Diep, on the 3rd instant, in the 48th year of her 
age, Exizanetn Hiviman, a valued member of the 
Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philadelphia, for the 
Northern District.—Having been deprived within a 
few years of a beloved sister and mother, her affec- 
tions were thereby much weaned from earth, and as 
her health declined, she became impressed with the 
belief that she should soon follow them, and was evi- 
dently seeking a better inheritance. In the Eighth 
month last, she became more unwell, and was seldom 
able afler that time to assemble with her friends for 
worship. Her strength gradually wasted, though with 
but little pain, and she endured with uncomplaining 
patience the turnings of the Divine hand upon her, 
frequently observing, how calm and comfortable she 
felt. A few days previous to her death, her strength 
was suddenly prostrated, but praise and thanksgiving 
for the many unmerited mercies extended to her, was 
the prevailing clothing of her mind. At one time, 
she said, “O! most precious, blessed, heavenly Fa. 
ther, why is it that thou hast meted out to me, a poor 
unworthy child of the dust, such favour? Thou hast 
washed me in the blood of the Lamb and made me 
pure.” And under a sense of her unworthiness, she 
repeated, “Oh! why is it that thou hast meted out 
| such favour to me, a poor unworthy worm of the dust? 
Thou hast washed me in the blood of the Lamb, in the 
laver of regeneration, and prepared me to enter one 
| of those blissful mansions, where the wicked cease 
from troubling, and the weary are at rest.” At an- 
other time, she remarked, “I shall soon leave you all, 
to go to that blessed mansion prepared for me, where 
there is no more sickness, nor sorrow, pain, nor wrest- 
ling; no clashing of tongues; no noise to disturb! I 
shall soon need no more weapons of defence ; but shall 
be gathered and centred in perfect stillness, light, love, 
peace, rest, everlasting life.’—She continued to praise 
that Saviour who had redeemed her soul out of all 
evil, until articulation failed, and she quietly passed, 
as we reverently believe, through the gates into that 
city whose walls are salvation. 





,on the 2Ist of Second month, 152, at the 
residence of her husband, Robert C. Macy, in the town 
of Greenport, N. Y., Sopmia Macy, aged 65 years. 
She was a consistent and valuable member of Hudson 
Monthly Meeting of Friends ; and in the various rela- 
tions of life maintained the character of an upright 
Friend, kind and liberal to all, and particularly to the 
sick and afflicted, by whom her removal will be felt 
to be a great loss; but her friends have the consoling 
belief, that her day’s work was done, and that through 
the merits and mercies of a crucified and risen Sa- 
viour, she is admitted into that glorious city none of 
whose inhabitants can say, I ain sick. 
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